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Troy Johnson and crew on the maiden voyage of their new jon boat in Mill 

Cove. 

FCFF Meeting 
7PM August 3rd 2015 

Southpoint Marriott 
4670 Salisbury Road, Jacksonville, Florida 

Guides Forum 
 

T his month, we welcome four of the best fly fishing guides in northeast Florida to partici-

pate in a Guides Forum during the August meeting. 

Captains David Borries, John Bottko, James Du-

mas and Larry Miniard will be on hand to answer 

all your questions regarding fly fishing in northeast 

Florida. While each guide has their respected 

ñhome watersò in northeast Florida; combined Da-

vid, John, James and Larry cover the waters from 

the Florida-Georgia line to Palm Coast. In-shore 

and off, if it swims, theyôve chased it.  

 

From the best flies to use to the best time to fish, 

and everything in between, the guide forum is the 

opportunity to have your burning questions an-

swered by the best of the best. The forum will con-

sist of a moderated question and answer period in 

which pre-determined questions are posed to the 

guides. Members are encouraged to email their 

questions for the moderated portion of the forum to 

Scott Shober (FCFFoutings@gmail.com) prior to 

the August 3rd meeting. Toward the end of the fo-

rum, the panel will be open to questions from the 

audience. You donôt want to miss the opportunity 

to gain from the knowledge of these four fantastic 

guides. 

 

Two of our forum guests, Larry Miniard and John 

Bottko, are pioneers of fishing for reds in the grass 

in northeast Florida. August means the start of the 

Flood Tide Season. We had a couple teaser flood 

tides earlier in the year. However, the fun begins in 

earnest this month. We have a morning flood on 

Saturday August 29th at 8:42 AM. The Club will 

be fishing for tailing reds in the grass at Cedar 

Point. 

 

Borries  

Bottko  

Miniard  

Dumas  
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O 
n October 10, 2015  the Catskill Fly Fishing 

Center and Museum (CFFCM) will induct Bill 

Elliott, John Gierach, Curt Gowdy and Charles 

Ritz into the Fly Fishing Hall of Fame  at a  reception 

and ceremony to be  held in the museum at 3:00 PM.  A 

dinner will follow in the Wulff Gallery. For more infor-

mation contact the Catskill Fly Fishing Center and Mu-

seum at 845-439-4810 or email flyfish@catskill.net 

 

Bill Elliott,  Artist/Illustrator   

 

After high school and 

having served in the 

Army as Post Illustra-

tor, Billôs first position 

was Art Director of the 

NY Zoological Society 

(Bronx Zoo).  A self-

taught flyfisherman at 

the age of 13, Bill de-

veloped a passion for the outdoors and found this expe-

rience among animals and nature to be the catalyst for 

his career as an artist. Recognized as a talented artist 

first by Eric Leiser, he was soon introduced to the Vice 

President of Knopf Publishing who guided him into the 

world of book and magazine illustrating.  Bill became a 

regular in many magazines including Field and Stream, 

Outdoor Life and Sports Afield. He captured moments 

in the most beautiful and realistic unique style.  To 

date, he has illustrated 38 books including: Salmon 

Flies (Jorgensen); What the Trout Says, (Proper), and 

Stoneflies for Angler, (Leiser/Boyle).  Demands for 

original óElliottô work soon followed and in his first 

year Bill sold 33 pieces. In the following five years sub-

stantial increases were experienced.   

 

From 1985 to 2012 Bill filled 

two passports traveling the 

world to fish and paint. He 

made 38 trips to the Amazon 

and painted over 100 species of 

fish. Now, at 70 years of age, of 

that over 50 years as an artist, 

Bill has been the most prolific 

and recognized fishing and out-

doors artist of all time blending 

artwork with flyfishing.     

ñFlyfishing is a way of life, not 

a sport or a hobby, I would 

change nothingò.   

 

 

John Gierach, Author, Essayist 

 

John Gierach is a freelance writer living in northern 

Colorado. He is the author of twenty books including 

Trout Bum, Sex, Death and Flyfishing, Standing in a 

River Waving a Stick and No Shortage of Good Days - 

some of which have also been published in Norway, 

Japan and France. He has also written numerous maga-

zine articles, essays and columns. He is a regular col-

umnist for Fly Rod & Reel magazine and The Redstone 

Review in Lyons, Colorado and was outdoor corre-

spondent for the Longmont Daily Times-Call newspa-

per in Longmont, Colorado for twenty-eight years. A 

contemporary author and essayist, he brings flyfishers a 

little closer together by sharing his everyday experienc-

es and thoughts through his writing. The Wall Street 

Journal recently called him ñthe voice of the common 

angler.ò  

   

Curt Gowdy Sportscaster 

           

Curt Gowdy is recognized as one of the top sportscast-

ers in broadcasting history. He was also the host of the 

television series The American Sportsman on ABC tel-

evision  bringing fly fishing right into our homes. Curt 

served as the host for more than 200 episodes over 20 

years, from 1965 to 1984. Because of 

him, The American Sportsman went 

Catskill Fly Fishing Center and Museum 
2015 Fly Fishing Hall of Fame Inductees  
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Capt. David Borriesõ 
Backwater Fishing 

Adventures 
 

904-708-8915 
captdavidborries@comcast.net 

 
 

www.backwaterfishingadventures.com 

 D r u m   M a n  
C h a r t e r s 

with  
Capt. James Dumas 

Licensed and Insured 
 

904-687-9498 

www.drummancharters.com  
drummancharters@att.net  
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on to become the most popular 

outdoor show in TV history 

and opened the door for many 

others. Most of his life has cen-

tered around two items - a mi-

crophone and a fly rod. 

ñWhether I caught fish or not, 

just the thrill of rolling out that 

line and watching my fly turn 

over has been good enough for 

me. That and the hundreds of 

treasured memories I have of this wonderful sport.ò  

 

Charles Ritz  Hotelier 

           

ñWell, I had seen a brilliant 

performance and I thought I 

had understood. Clearly, Mon-

sieur X was a Hercules, a ma-

gician, to catch a trout with a 

fly!ò That is Charles Ritz re-

calling his reaction, as a boy, to 

seeing a trout landed on fly 

fishing tackle for the first time. 

The year was 1912. Ritz has 

fished the finest rivers in Eu-

rope and North America, learn-

ing and teaching everything there is to know about fly-

fishing, becoming a magician himself. "Charles Ritz is 

one of the very finest fishermen I know," said Ernest 

Hemingway. "He is not only a great flyfisherman for 

trout and salmon but he is an articulate writer and 

splendid technician." He was a down-to-earth, incurable 

gadgeteer and inventor, full of curiosity and enthusiasm 

for a vast array of subjects from food and wine, to mod-

el trains, to ski shoes, to the design of fly fishing rods. 

He invented: the prototype "parabolic" fly rod; de-

signed a Vario-Power rod with a glass butt and bamboo 

tip and an all-glass rod called the LL/LF (Long Lift, 

Long Flex), and made famous a casting innovation he 

called "highspeed, high-line." Ritz was known for his 

outstanding casting ability. He loved casting more than 

catching fish. Presentation, for Ritz, was key. "When 

you get to heaven," he wrote, "Look me up é I shall 

know where the best trout are lying. Even there, 

knowledge of the water and correct presentation should 

prove all-important factors."  

mailto:captdavidborries@comcast.net?subject=Fishing%20Charter
http://www.backwaterfishingadventures.com
http://www.drummancharters.com/
mailto:drummancharters@att.net?subject=Fly%20Fishing%20Charter


 

 

 

P 
lying the waters off of St Augustine with 

video camera and fly rod, Captain Troy 

James brings us another installment of off-

shore fishing. If you are reading this using an in-

ternet enabled device, click on the image above. 

Otherwise, copy and past the following link into 

your web browser:  https://youtu.be/7MjQlMx 

L0vM 

 
While you are at it, be sure to subscribe to Troyôs 

YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UCbxTBHNg 

H1XVdgOBlIxHEBQ 
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The Latest from Captain Troy...  
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