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FCFF November Meeting   

7 
PM

 November 6, 2017 
 

Blackfly Tarpon Tap Room 
 

Changing the World One  

Mangrove at a Time 
 

Presented By   Kyle Rossin,  MANG  

P 
lease join the First Coast Fly Fishers this month as we welcome Kyle 
Rossin with MANG to discuss his companyôs mission to restore man-
grove habitat throughout Florida. Note, the November meeting will he 

held at the Blackfly Tarpon Taproom at 11702 Beach Boulevard, Jackson-
ville. 
 
MANG is for the mangroves, and for every product sold we plant a mangrove 
for our customers. Brothers Kyle and Keith Rossin have always had a passion 
for the Floridaôs coastlines and communities. In 2015, they made their dreams 
come true with the startup of MANG and the Buy One. Plant One. Initiative. 
Mangroves are a critical life source for the environment. They not only pro-
vide habitat for multiple types of wildlife, but they also provide the basic nu-
trients that kick-start the cycle of life in the estuary. MANG developed their 
initiative as a way to give back and to further enrich and protect our coast-
lines.  Our mission is to educate people on mangrove ecosystems and facilitate 
community projects. MANGôs mission is to be locally recognized in Florida 
as a mangrove restoration company by 2020. As avid fisherman and out-
doorsmen, we both recognized the importance of preserving and conserving 
our coastal habitats. Our goal is to make sure that there is an abundance of 
wildlife for future generations. Understanding that just one new life can make 
a difference. 
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A  
fter months of plotting and planning, patience 
and persistence paid off for Wanda Taylor. The 
Southôs First Lady of fly fishing caught two 

blue marlin on fly. 
 
Not just two blue marlin. Make that two world-record 
caliber blue marlin. 
 
The first fish checked in at approximately 150 pounds. 
The second? A mere 280. 
 
Both catches easily surpassed the International Game 
Fish Association womenôs world record for blue marlin 
on fly. The second marlin more than tripled the current 
20-pound tippet mark. 
 
Not bad for a first-time student at Jake Jordanôs Costa 
Rica Blue Marlin Fly Fishing School. 
 
ñI want to do it again,ò Taylor said during a phone in-
terview from her North Georgia home last week. ñIôm 
truly in love with bluewater fishing. Itôs really hard to 
catch a trout now. Really, I love to trout fish. I love any 
kind of fishing. That was one of the coolest things Iôve 
ever done.ò 
 
Neither of the two fish Taylor landed counted as an of-
ficial world record. IGFA guidelines require strict doc-
umentation before a catch qualifies as a world record. 
In many big-game fishing situations where a world-
record is at stake the fish is killed. Killing blue marlin 
is illegal in Costa Rica. 
 
Regardless, Jordan practices catch-and-release, as does 
Taylor. 
 
ñI donôt care about having my name in a book,ò she 
said. ñWe know we did it.ò 
 
Actually, this trip was supposed to happen last summer, 
but was delayed when fishing conditions unexpectedly 
declined at the last minute, a development that left Tay-
lor unfulfilled, but not undeterred. 
 

ñItôs like a fighter,ò Taylor said. ñYou have to get 
ready. I had to get my head right. It just took a while (to 
get over the disappointment), then I had to. It took me a 
few days, but I did it.ò 
 
The yearlong delay, no doubt, sharpened Taylorôs re-
solve. She attributed much of her success to teamwork. 
Jordan, a fellow TFO national advisory staffer, coached 
her; the captain handled the boat; and the mates manned 
the teasers and handled the big fish. 
 
All were aboard the Dragin Fly for a four-day, three-
night trip out of the Los Suenos resort in early August. 
 
ñItôs like a dance,ò Taylor said. ñThey all work so well 
together. If someone screws up, itôs over.ò 
 
Taylor said sheôs caught sailfish before, but that species 
does not compare to the breathtaking power of a blue 
marlin. What about tarpon on fly? 
 
ñThereôs no comparison,ò said Taylor, a fly fishing and 
casting instructor, who was the first woman inducted 
into the Southern Appalachian Fly Fishing Hall of 
Fame. ñYou canôt stop a marlin. You can fight a tarpon. 
But a marlin is totally different. They have no idea 
theyôre hooked. If you fight them, they break off. Itôs 
like fighting a train. You canôt stop a train.ò 
 
Jordan teaches his students to fight big fish by pointing 
their rod at their quarry and using the drag to apply 
pressure. Thereôs no bend in the rod, which runs contra-
ry to the ñdown-and-dirtyò approach many tarpon fish-
ermen use. 
 
Jordanôs method may not be conventional, but it works 
ð if you have the skill to execute under pressure and 
not revert to muscle memory. Done right, the fish 
should fatigue well before the angler does. 
 
ñItôs not one of those things you just go out and do,ò 
Taylor said. ñIf you donôt know what youôre doing, itôs 
over. The way that Jake teaches it, itôs so different from 
the way anyone else teaches it in the world. Everything 
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Big Fish No Big Deal 

for Wanda Taylor  
By Mike Hodge  



 

away from the boat, a 43-foot Maverick. 
 
ñI got the big head,ò Taylor said. ñI thought I could stop 
the fish. It started jumping and darting. It was a mile 
away. I couldnôt believe it was my fish. I didnôt take my 
hand off the reel and it popped. Angler error. I donôt 
know, I blacked. Just watching that monster jump like 
that, it was just amazing. Such a magnificent fish. I was 
in the moment. I didnôt bow.ò 
 
Nevertheless Jordan, who has caught 56 blue marlin on 
fly, offered a tip of the cap to Taylorôs performance. 
 
ñShe is a really good caster and has a lot of really good 
fishing skills,ò Jordan said. ñSheôs a really good fisher-
man. Wanda, being the great athlete and angler she is, 
she was able to listen to instruction and do what she 
was told. She caught the first marlin she hooked, a 150-
pounder. That alone is pretty incredible.ò 
 
Editors Note: This article originally appeared on the 
Temple Fork Outfitters Blog: https://tforods.com/big-
fish-no-big-deal-wanda-taylor/ 

that you know about fighting fish, you can throw it 
down the toilet when you fish with him. Heôs got it fig-
ured out how it hurts the fish more, but not the angler. 
Itôs a very, very cool procedure.ò 
 
The first fight lasted about 30 minutes. The second took 
less than 25. She used a TFO Bluewater Heavy Duty 
rod with a Mako reel. Her fly? An 8/0 pink and white 
Cam Siglar. 
 
ñThat (second) fish jumped a lot,ò Taylor said. ñIt was 
almost to the boat and jumped. A photographerôs 
dream. I told myself not to rush it. I tried to slow every-
thing down.ò 
 
In marlin fishing, timing is everything. Once you get 
the fish near the boat, you donôt have long to get your 
quarry under control for the release. Those who dawdle 
can be in for an extended battle if the fish regains its 
strength. 
 
And if youôre in open water, do not, under any circum-
stances, decide to slug it out. Taylorôs third fish, esti-
mated at well over 300 pounds, imposed its will well 
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Capt. David Borriesõ 
Backwater Fishing 

Adventures 
 

904-708-8915 
 
 

captdavidborries@comcast.net 
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904-687-9498 
www.drummancharters.com 
drummancharters@att.net 

NOAA Approves Red 

Snapper Season in 

South Atlantic  
Season Includes Two Consecutive  

Three-day Weekends  

D 
uring the last South Atlantic Fisheries Manage-
ment Council (SAFMC) meeting in September, 
the Council requested that NOAA and the Sec-

retary of Commerce approve a Red Snapper season for 
2017. Weôre pleased that a Snapper season was con-
firmed for November 3-5 and November 10-12. The 
bag limit has been set at one fish per person and there 
will be no size limit. 
 
The SAFMC and NOAA are asking that anglers take 
special care of species caught but not harvested, and 
descending devices are being recommended as a great 
way to return fish to the bottom when experiencing ba-
rotratuma. At CCA Florida, we are committed to sci-
ence and ensuring there are fish for future generations, 
and ask all anglers to use these devices to help improve 
survival rates. SAFMC has also requested that anglers 
use this opportunity to test a new voluntary reporting 
website called myfishcount.com. This website gives 
anglers a chance to report their catches and interactions 
on the water.  
 
From the Coastal Conservation Association 

REGULATIONS 
Waters Min Size Limit Bag Limit Open Season 

Atlantic 
State: 20ò 
Federal: None 

State: 2/person 
Federal: 1/person 

State: Year Round 
Federal: Nov. 2, 4, 
5, 10, 11 and 12. 

mailto:captdavidborries@comcast.net?subject=Fishing%20Charter
http://www.thefishermansdock.com/
http://www.drummancharters.com
mailto:drummancharters@att.net?subject=Take%20Me%20Fishing%20Dude!
https://www.myfishcount.com/


 

I 
f you have a copy of the Spring 2017 issue of Fly 
Rod & Reel magazine you may want to hand onto 
it. As of April of this year, Down East Enterprises 

ceased publication of the magazine. Greg Thomas, who 
was Editor of the magazine for the last seven year, was 
informed in mid-March that his services would no long-
er be needed. Subscribers to the magazine were sent a 
letter indicating that the magazine has ceased publica-
tion and that they would receive Shooting Sportsman 
for their balance of the subscription. 
 
The magazine was started in 1979 by John Merwin un-
der the masthead Rod & Reel: The Journal of American 
Fishing and focused on all manner of fishing. Eventual-
ly, fly fishing became the main focus of the magazine. 
The magazine was never known for in-depth technical 
articles. The articles were more literary in nature, with 
a focus on travel and conservation pieces. For years it 
was the monthly home for columns by Lee WulffTed 
Williams and John Gierach and artwork by Bob White. 
The magazine was also home to the Angler of the Year 
Award and the Robert Traver Fly Fishing Writing Con-
test.  
 
Unfortunately, like so many other magazines, Fly Rod 
& Reel failed to keep pace with the changing publish-
ing landscape  
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Ceases Publication  

Keeping the Band Together  
 

One of the long-running features of Fly Rod & Reel 
magazine was the Sporting Life column, which was 
first written by Lee Wulff. Following Leeôs death in 
1991, the column was taken over by John Gierach with 
artwork by Bob White. The team of Gierach and White 
was a mainstay of the magazine since March 1992.  
 
Kirk Deeter, Editor of TROUT magazine announced 
that the Gierach and White partnership with continue 
with the Fall 2017 issue of the magazine. According to 
Deeter, ñit is an honor to be able to work with John and 
Bob. I have long been a fan of both of their work on a 
personal level. I looked forward to the column in Fly 
Rod & Reel, and Iôm glad it will keep rolling through 
TROUT.ò  

Gierach and White                                 Photograph by Bob White 

http://www.anglerstonic.com/2017/03/fly-rod-reel-end-of-a-magazine-era/
http://www.anglerstonic.com/2017/03/fly-rod-reel-end-of-a-magazine-era/
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